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MIDSON, Robert 
 

Private, 55818 
148th Company, Machine Gun Corps 
(Infantry) formerly 11497, The Buffs  
(East Kent Regiment) 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Thursday, 11th October 1917 
Killed in Action 
Memorial: Tyne Cot 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders  
Aged 20 years 

 
Robert Midson was born in the summer of 1897, the youngest of the six children of 
Robert and Mary Ann Midson and his family was living at 8, Bumpstead Road, 
Haverhill.  Young Robert could not have had much chance to get to know his eldest 
brother as by 1901 Albert Arthur Midson, then aged 17 years, was living and working 
as a cheesemonger’s assistant in Newington London. 
 
His father, Robert senior, had been born in Helions Bumpstead and married his 
mother, Mary Ann Beavis in Haverhill in 1883 when they were both 24 years old.  
Robert senior worked as a horse hair weaver and Mary was a machinist in a factory 
for many years but gave up outside work by the time her sixth child, Robert, was 
born. 
 
When Robert was just 12 years old his father who was 50 died. Two years later in 
1911, his mother Mary Ann was back at work as an overlooker in a tailoring factory.  
Sister Cissie, now 23 was working as a sewing machinist and brother Herbert, 18, 
was an oil hawker.  Robert’s sister Hilda, 15, was not working, but Rosa Lily (known 
as Lily) now 21 years old was in an institute in St Marylebone, London.  Robert, now 
nearly 14, was a farm labourer. 
 
Robert enlisted in Haverhill joining the East Kent Regiment, but he was transferred to 
the Machine Gun Corps sometime after its formation in 1915.  The Vickers Machine 
Gun was used by the Machine Gun Corps and they were transported on motor bikes, 
to meet the demands of the fighting brigades.  This gun was known as the Queen of 
the Battlefield and was a great asset to the Allies at all the theatres of war.  
 
The 148th Company, Machine Gun Corps, was part of 148th Infantry Brigade, 49th  
(West Riding) Division. On 11th October 1917 they were actually in the process of 
being relieved by 2nd New Zealand Brigade in the St Jean sector. They were around 
the Gravenstafel Ridge, some outposts only 150 yards from the German lines in 
Bellevue Spur. Robert was killed in action on this day. Three men of the 148th M.G. 
Company died that day which may indicate one gun crew being hit. 
 
Robert’s mother, Mary Ann, had died early in 1915 so the family had been broken up 
before the announcement of his death.   
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Robert was just one of the 12,498 members of the Machine Gun Corps, to be killed, 
serving his country. 
 
Private Robert Midson 55818 was awarded both the Victory and British Medals. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He is remembered on the Tyne Cot Memorial for the missing. (panels 154 to 159 and 
163A) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photo courtesy of CWGC 

 
Around the eastern boundary of Tyne Cot Cemetery near the town of Ypres in 
Belgium stands the Tyne Cot Memorial. It bears the names of some 35,000 men of 
the British and New Zealand forces who have no known grave, nearly all of whom 
died between August 1917 and November 1918. This area on the Western Front 
was the scene of the Third Battle of Ypres. Also known as the Battle of 
Passchendaele, it was one of the major battles of the First World War. 
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The Machine Gun Corps (MGC) was formed in October 1915 in response to the 
need for more effective use of machine guns on the Western Front. The Heavy 
Branch of the MGC was the first to use tanks in combat and was subsequently 
turned into the Tank Corps, later called the Royal Tank Regiment.  
 
The MGC remained in existence after the war until it was disbanded in 1922.  
 
The MGC saw action in all the main theatres of war, including France and Belgium, 
Palestine, Mesopotamia, Egypt, Salonika, East Africa and Italy.  
 
In its short history, the MGC gained an enviable record for heroism as a front line 
fighting force. Indeed, in the latter part of the war, as tactics changed to defence in 
depth, it commonly served well in advance of the front line.  
 
It had a less enviable record for its casualty rate. Some 170,500 officers and men 
served in the MGC, with 62,049 becoming casualties, including 12,498 killed, 
earning it the nickname 'the Suicide Club'. 
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